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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Tumworth  Rural 
District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual  Report  on  the  state 
of  the  public  health  of  the  Tamworth  Rural  District  for  the  year 
1962.  In  accordance  with  the  usual  agreed  practice,  I  have  omitted 
any  special  reference  to  the  social  services  administered  by  me  in 
my  capacity  as  Area  Medical  Officer  on  behalf  of  the  Warwick¬ 
shire  County  Council.  The  relevant  information  regarding  these 
-school  medical  work,  maternity  and  child  welfare,  domestic 
help,  care  and  after-care — will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  County  Medical  and  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  for 
the  year  under  review. 

The  population  of  the  District  further  increased  by  654  over 
the  1961  figure  to  19,690  in  keeping  with  the  country-wide  trend. 

On  the  whole,  the  general  health  of  the  community  was  satis¬ 
factory  and  no  serious  outbreaks  of  notifiable,  infectious  diseases 
occurred. 

The  incidence  of  measles  fell  sharply  compared  with  the  epi¬ 
demic  figures  of  the  previous  years. 

Pneumonia  was  reported  on  only  five  occasions  and  scarlet 
fever  on  three.  Once  again  no  cases  of  dysentery  came  to  light. 

The  incidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  declined  from  eight 
to  one  new  case  with  none  of  the  non-pulmonary  kind. 

For  the  fifth  successive  year  no  cases  of  any  form  of  polio¬ 
myelitis  occurred — a  striking  testimony  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
vaccination  campaign. 

Likewise,  no  cases  of  diphtheria  have  been  reported  for  more 
than  eleven  years — again  a  never-to-be  forgotten  reminder  of  the 
practical  application  of  preventive  medicine  and  a  tribute  to  the 
work  of  those  early  pioneers  seldom,  if  ever,  suitably  recompensed 
for  their  untiring  efforts  towards  the  relief  of  human  suffering. 

For  the  fourth  successive  year  no  reports  of  food-poisoning 
came  to  light  which  speaks  for  itself  in  respect  of  preparation, 
marketing  and  handling  of  supplies. 

Generally  speaking,  water  supplies  throughout  the  District 
were  wholesome  and  ample  and  detailed  information  regarding 
their  source  is  recorded  in  the  body  of  the  Report. 

Further  good  progress  was  made  with  drainage  and  sewerage 
and  two  small  schemes  in  built-up  areas  were  completed. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  was  carried  out  without  any 
serious  labour  problems  and  credit  is  due,  in  no  small  measure,  to 
all  concerned  for  the  provision  of  a  service  so  unsavoury  and 
commonplace  but,  nevertheless,  essential  to  the  well-being  of  the 
community. 


Recording  of  atmospheric  pollution  continued  on  a  regular 
basis  for  the  fourth  successive  year  within  the  framework  of  the 
Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council  and  the  results  tabulate^  else¬ 
where  are  worthy  of  close  study.  Once  more,  it  cannot  be  too 
strongly  emphasized  that  emissions  from  chimneys  of  ordinary 
domestic  dwellings  nowadays  constitute  more  than  half  of  the 
air  pollutants.  Therefore,  the  vital  need  for  an  early  solution  of 
this  problem  linked  with  supplies  of  alternative  fuels  whereby 
smokeless  zones  may  be  created  cannot  be  stressed  too  strongly. 

Regarding  housing,  a  noteworthy  contribution  to  the  general 
pool  was  the  completion  of  424  dwellings.  Of  these,  249  were  the 
result  of  private  enterprise  while  the  success  of  your  “houses  for 
sale  scheme”  is  reflected  in  131  units  of  accommodation.  Never¬ 
theless,  the  small  total  of  44  houses  completed  for  general  and 
slum  clearnace  needs  can  only  be  regarded  as  a  token  figure 
towards  the  fulfilment  of  the  needs  of  over  500  applicants  on  your 
waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This  remark  does  not  overlook 
the  large  contribution  already  made  in  this  respect  by  you  but, 
rather,  is  intended  to  emphasize  the  urgency  of  this  problem. 

Regarding  meat  inspection,  owing  to  staff  changes  this  impor¬ 
tant  task  had  to  be  carried  out  singlehanded  for  the  second  half 
of  the  year  so  that  100%  coverage  became  impossible.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  despite  a  9%  increase  in  numbers,  92%  of  animals  slaughtered 
were  inspected  but  only  at  the  expense  of  other  work.  On  the  whole, 
conditions  at  the  three  slaughter  houses  in  use  are  now  satisfac¬ 
tory  and  working  standards  and  quality  of  output  were  high. 

In  preparing  this  Report  the  sections  dealing  with  environ¬ 
mental  hygiene  have  been  compiled  by  your  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  information  regarding  drainage  and  sewerage  and 
refuse  collection/disposal  kindly  supplied  by  your  Engineer/ 
Surveyor  while  your  Housing  Manager  has  furnished  details 
concerning  housing. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  your  en¬ 
couragement  and  support  and  express  my  gratitude  for  the  ready 
co-operation  and  assistance  from  the  staff  and  also  from  the  other 
Departments  of  your  Council. 

R.  S.  McELROY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Park  Road, 

Coleshill. 

October,  1963. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  in  Acres  .  22,032 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  Mid- 

1962)  .  19,690 

„  (1961  Census)  .  19,036 

„  (1951  „  )  .  16,118 

„  (1931  „  )  .  14,151 

Number  of  inhabited  premises  (March  1962) — 

Houses .  5,913 

Shops  .  145 

Public  Houses  .  26 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1962)  .  £191,795 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate . £863 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births. 

Comparability  Factor:  0.98  Births. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

209 

173 

382 

Illegitimate  . 

7 

8 

15 

Totals  .... 

216 

181 

397 

Crude  Birth  Rate. 

20.16  per  1,000  estimated  population. 


Standardised  Birth  Rate. 

19.75  per  1,000  estimated  population. 


1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

|  1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

20.16 

21.49 

18.92 

17.32 

17.3 

16.9 

19.0 

16.0 

16.5 

17.0 

Still  Births. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

5 

2 

7 

Illegitimate  . 

1 

— 

1 

Totals  . 

6 

2 

8 

Still  Birth  Rate. 

19.75  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 


1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

19.75 

19.13 

14.66 

34.7 

28.7 

24.2 

18.3 

25.1 

14.5 

34.8 

8 


Illegitimate  Live  Births.  _ 

(per  cent  of  total  live  births)  =  mteg? 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  =  405. 

Deaths. 

Comparability  Factor:  1.25  Deaths. 

Males  Females  Total 

Deaths  from  all  causes  ..  102  76  178 

Crude  Death  Rate. 

9.04  per  1,000  estimated  population. 

Standardised  Death  Rate. 

11.3  per  1,000  estimated  population. 


1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

9.04 

10.03 

9.18 

9.3 

9.8 

8.8 

8.4 

8.7 

8.4 

7.5 

9 


Males  Females  Total 


Classified  Causes  of  Death. 

Cause  of  Death 

1.  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  .... 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  . 

4.  Diphtheria  . 

5.  Whooping  Cough .  1  —  1 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  .  —  —  — 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  —  —  — 

8.  Measles  .  —  —  — 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease  ....  —  1  1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .  2  1  3 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ..  6  —  6 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .  —  6  6 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .  —  1  1 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  9  9  18 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .  —  1  1 

16.  Diabetes  .  —  3  3 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ....  11  9  20 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  .  21  6  27 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  1  2  3 

20.  Other  heart  disease  .  8  12  20 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  .  5  5  10 

22.  Influenza .  1  1  2 

23.  Pneumonia  .  6  1  7 

24.  Bronchitis  .  6  2  8 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .  .  2  —  2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ....  2  1  3 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .  —  1  1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .  1  —  1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .  3  —  3 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion .  —  —  — 

31.  Congenital  malformations  .  1  1  2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ..  7  8  15 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  .  4  3  7 

34.  All  other  accidents  .  4  2  6 

35.  Suicide  .  1  —  1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war .  —  —  — 

37.  All  causes  .  102  lf>  178 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 


Legitimate  . . . 
Illegitimate  . . 

Totals 


Males  Females  Total 

6  4  10 

1  —  1 

7  4  II 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  27.98  per  1.000  births. 


1962 

1961 

I960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

27.98 

21 .9 

11.9 

35  9 

23.0 

9  8 

37.3 

33.1 

22.1 

25.3 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4  weeks  of  age) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

2 

4 

6 

Illegitimate  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

3 

4 

7 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1.000  Legitimate  Live  Births  =  25.18. 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Deaths  = 

6.66. 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate,  1962  :  17.63  per  1 ,000  live  births. 

(Compared  with  14.63  per  1,000  live  births  in  1960  and 
14.63  per  1,000  live  births  in  1961). 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000 
total  live  births)  =  17.63. 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  .  2  4  6 

Illegitimate .  1  —  1 

Total  .  3  4  7 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Still  births  and  Deaths  under  one  week 

combined  per  1.000  total  live  and  still  births)  =  3.70. 


Comparative  Birth  and  Death  Rates  per  1,000  population. 


Tamworth  Rural 
District 

England  and 
Wales 

(provisional) 

Births  : 

Live  Births 

*19.75 

18.0 

Still  Births 

19.75(a) 

18.1(a) 

Deaths  : 

All  causes 

*11.30 

11.9 

Infant  Mortality 

27.98(b) 

21.4(b) 

Neonatal  Mortality 

17.63(b) 

*Using  comparability  factors  (Births  0.98  and  Deaths  1.25) 

(a)  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births. 

(b)  per  1,000  live  births. 


Maternal  Deaths  . .  Nil. 

Deaths  due  to  Malignant  Disease. 

Males  Females  Total 
All  Causes  .  17  18  35 

Cancer  Death  Rate:  1.77  per  1,000  population. 


GENERAL  COMMENT. 

Population. 

The  1961  Census  showed  the  population  (19,036)  to  be  higher 
than  the  current  approximate  estimate,  and,  therefore,  a  rise  of 
654  for  the  year  under  review  is  a  more  accurate  indication  of 
recent  trends  rowards  increasing  industrialization  and  dormitory 
development.  A  possible  marked  increase  is  likely  to  occur  if 
suggestions  for  additional  houses  for  employees  of  the  National 
Coal  Board,  transferred  from  redundant  workings,  materialize. 

Births. 

At  20.16  per  1,000  head  of  population  the  Crude  Birth  Rate 
fell  slightly.  Using  the  Comparability  Factor  of  0.98  for  the  year, 
the  Standardized  Birth  Rate  of  19.75  compares  favourably  with 
that  of  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths. 

Once  again  the  maternal  mortality  rate  was  Nil  and  this 
satisfactory  state  of  affairs  reflects  the  care  and  skill  of  all  con¬ 
cerned  whether  domiciliary  or  institutional  not  only  during  the 
actual  confinement  but  also  in  the  ante-natal  period  when  the 
regular  examinations  enable  any  adverse  conditions  to  be  diag¬ 
nosed  and  suitable  measures  taken  in  good  time. 

There  were  102  male  and  76  female  deaths  from  all  causes — a 
total  of  178  for  the  year  with  a  decrease  in  male  and  a  slight 
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increase  in  female  mortality  over  the  1961  figures.  This  give  as 
Crude  Death  Rate  of  9.04  per  1,000  head  of  population  and  a 
Standardized  or  adjusted  Rate  of  I  1.3  (C.D.R.  x  1.25)  using  the 
Comparability  Factor  of  1.25. 

The  standardized  or  adjusted  rate  for  births  and  deaths  is 
obtained  by  multiplying  the  crude  rate  by  the  Comparability 
Factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General.  By  this  means,  allow¬ 
ance  is  made  in  a  particular  area  for  the  difference  in  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  the  population  in  the  various  zones  throughout 
England  and  Wales.  Consideration  is  also  given  to  boundary 
changes  and  also  any  rapid  increase  or  decrease  in  the  sex  and  age 
groups  of  the  inhabitants  of  certain  localities  including  those  in 
residential  institutions  and  sterile  population  in  homes  for  sub¬ 
normal  or  severely  sub-normal  people. 

As  will  be  seen  on  a  preceding  page,  the  chief  causes  of 
death  continued  to  be  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  which 
is  the  commonest  cause  of  death  amongst  men.  New  growths  of 
the  stomach  decrease  from  7  to  3,  while  lung  cancer  claimed  6 
victims.  While  there  were  only  two  deaths  from  Influenza,  Pneu¬ 
monia  accounted  for  6  males  and  I  female.  Again  6  men  and  2 
women  succumbed  to  Bronchitis.  2  children  died  from  Congeni¬ 
tal  Malformations  but  were  not  associated  with  Thalidamide. 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  were  responsible  for  7  deaths  and  only 
one  case  of  suicide  was  recorded. 
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SECTION  B. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Total  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  1962 
(Giving  age  groups,  deaths  and  admissions  to  hospital). 


Number  of  cases  notified 

Total 

cases 

removed 

to 

Hospital 

Notifiable  Disease 

At  all 
ages 

Un¬ 

der 

1 

At  t 

Vges-y 

ears 

65 

and 

up- 

w’ds. 

Total 

deaths 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

Measles  . 

64 

1 

24 

36 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough.. 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

5 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

7 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

3 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

Dysentery  . 

— 

Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

-—  •] 

— 

— 

Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  .... 

Acute-Paralytic 
Poliomyelitis  .... 

Non-Paralytic 
Poliomyelitis  .... 

Food  Poisoning 

Puerpei  al  Pyrexia  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal 
Infection  . 

Totals . 

74 

1 

25 

38 

6 

2 

— 

2 

2 

8 
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Total  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  previous  years. 


1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

Measles  . 

64 

379 

171 

134 

25 

227 

4 

410 

13 

197 

Whooping  Cough  . 

- 

4 

8 

4 

24 

7 

76 

8 

19 

63 

Pneumonia  . 

5 

7 

9 

9 

10 

11 

7 

12 

4 

21 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

5 

9 

27 

15 

8 

5 

8 

27 

37 

Erysipelas  . 

- 

1 

2 

2 

- 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Paralytic  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Non-paralytic. . . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal 
Infection  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery  . 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  .... 

1 

8 

3 

7 

7 

8 

9 

8 

9 

13 

Non-pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  .... 

- 

2 

- 

3 

1 

2 

- 

2 

1 

2 

Food  Poisoning. . . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals . 

74 

406 

206 

186 

84 

269 

105 

453 

75 

337 

15 


Distribution  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 


Area 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Pulmonary 

Tubersulosis 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Shuttington  . 

— 

— 

1 

— •' 

— 

Wilnecote  . 

10 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Hurley . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Glascote . 

5 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Amington  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Newton  Regis  . 

31 

— 

1 

— 

- 

Kingsbury  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Middleton  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Normans  Heath  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Austrey  . 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kettlebrook  . 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals . 

64 

3 

5 

1 

1 

Infectious  Disease. 

As  previously  stated  the  low  figure  of  74  cases  marked  a 
further  decrease  compared  with  the  previous  two  years. 

Measles. 

Only  64  notifications  came  to  note,  the  majority  under  the 
age  of  15  years  but  with  2  cases  in  the  25-45  year  age  group. 
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Whooping  Cough. 

No  cases  were  recorded  and  it  is  felt  that  this  is  due  in  no 
small  measure  to  immunisation  against  this  erstwhile  serious 
malady.  Particulars  of  the  innoculation  campaign  are  as  follows  : 


Age  at  Date  of  Injecti 

on 

Under  1 

1—2 

3-4 

5—9 

10—14 

Total 

Primary  . 

127 

15 

3 

— 

145 

Reinforcing  .... 

5 

50 

6 

3 

— 

64 

Totals . 

132 

65 

6 

6 

— 

209 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Only  3  cases  occurred,  the  lowest  figure  since  1957  when  8 
cases  were  notified. 

Dysentery. 

No  cases  were  notified  and  the  occurrence  of  only  8  cases  since 
1952  reveals  a  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  compared  with  other 
parts  of  the  Country  where  the  disease  appears  to  have  become 
endemic. 

Poliomyelitis. 

No  cases  have  been  recorded  since  1957,  in  fact  only  4  noto- 
fications  were  made  over  the  12  year  period  1951-62. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  regarding  the  vaccina¬ 
tion  campaign  in  this  area  since  its  inception  in  1956  up  to  31st 
December,  1962. 


Completed  Poliomyelitis  Vaccinations  as  at  .31st  December, 
1962. 


Age 

Primary 

1 

Booster 

Fourths 

Totals 

Grand 

Total 

Oral 

Salk 

Oral 

Salk 

Oral 

Salk 

Oral 

Salk 

0-15 

238 

19,960 

876 

17,730 

405 

7,530 

1,519 

44,220 

46,739 

15-25 

44 

4,883 

202 

3,956 

5 

— 

251 

8,839 

9,090 

25-40 

275 

3,824 

104 

4,563 

4 

383 

8,387 

8,770 

Expectant 

Mothers 

5 

1,201 

27 

1,184 

1 

— 

33 

2,385 

2,418 

Others 

30 

1,109 

138 

948 

2 

- 

170 

2,057 

2,227 

Totals 

592 

30,977 

1,347 

28,381 

417 

7,530 

2,356 

66,888 

69,244 
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Tuberculosis. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  68  names  were  registered  of  which  55 
were  Pulmonary  and  13  of  the  non-pulmonary  type  of  the  disease. 
Of  the  former  one  new  case  occurred  in  the  District  and  two  took 
up  residence  from  elsewhere,  while  6  names  were  removed  from  the 
Register. 

Of  the  latter  one  case  was  an  Inward  Transfer  and  one  per¬ 
son’s  name  was  removed  from  the  Register. 

Age  and  Sex  Distribution  of  New  Cases  and  Deaths  notified  during 
1962. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—1 

1—5 

5—15 

15—25 

1 

25—35 

35—45 

45—55 

55—65 

65  and  upwards  . . 

— 

—  -  : 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  Tuberculous  persons  remaining  on  Register  at 
31st  December,  1962. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pu 

Imonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1.  Total  on  register  at  31st 

December,  1961  . 

35 

24 

8 

5 

2.  New  Cases . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3.  Inward  Transfers  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4.  Removals  . 

3 

3 

■*—  | 

1 

5.  Total  on  register  at  31st 

December,  1962  . 

33 

22 

8 

5 
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Sampling  of  milk  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  and  the  table  sub-pended  summarizes  the  investigations  in 
respect  of  this  District--a  satisfactory  result. 

Tuberculous  Milk  Investigations-  Routine  Milk  Samples  for 
Biological  Examination  during  the  year  1962. 

Total  No.  of 

Designation  of  Milk  Samples  No.  Positive 

Tuberculin  Tested  .  7  Nil. 

Food  Poisoning. 

A  nil  return  is  a  reassuring  indication  of  the  high  standards 
of  hygiene  now  prevalent  not  only  among  producers  and  purveyors 
of  food  stufTs  but  also  in  the  places  where  meals  are  prepared  and 
served. 

Diphtheria. 

For  the  fifteenth  successive  year  no  case  of  diphtheria  came  to 
light.  Immunisation  was  given  by  family  doctors  and  at  Child 
Welfare  Centres  and  schools  where  the  ready  co-operation  of 
those  is  charge  is  much  appreciated. 

A  “triple  vaccine”  combining  protection  against  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough  and  tetanus  is  usually  accepted  thereby  reducing 
the  number  of  injections  needed. 

Total  number  of  Immunisations  against  Diphtheria  during  1962. 


Age  at  Date  of  Injection 

Under  1 

1-2 

3-4 

5—9 

10—14 

Total 

Primary  . 

125 

16 

— 

3 

— 

147 

Reinforcing  .... 

5 

63 

116 

156 

46 

356 

Totals . 

133 

79 

116 

159 

46 

533 

Smallpox. 

Vaccination  is  carried  out  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  by 
Family  Doctors. 
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Total  number  of  vaccinations  during  1962. 


Age  at  Date  of  Injection 

Under  1 

1  year 

2—4 

5—14 

15  or 
over 

Total 

Vaccinated  .... 

141 

102 

87 

439 

633 

1,402 

Re-vaccinated 

— 

— 

4 

135 

472 

611 

Totals . 

141 

102 

91 

574 

1,105 

2,013 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Cases  continued  to  be  referred  by  General  Practitioners  for 
investigation  and  assessment  for  institutional  care — chronic  sick 
or  Part  III  Accommodation  (in  conjunction  with  the  Senior  Social 
Welfare  Officer)  but,  in  no  instance  was  statutory  action  on  my 
part  necessary  under  Section  47  of  the  Act  which  deals  with  com¬ 
pulsory  removal. 
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Senior  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Report. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

WATER 

Water  continued  to  be  supplied  to  the  district  by  : — 

1.  Tamworth  Waterworks  Joint  Committee  (January  to 

June). 

2.  The  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company. 

3.  The  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department. 

The  Tamworth  Waterworks  Joint  Committee  was  taken 
over  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  on  the 
1st  July,  1962,  so  that  the  area  is  now  supplied  by  two  under¬ 
takings. 

The  quality  of  water  supplied  continued  to  be  satisfactory, 
and  there  was  no  evidence  of  plumbosolvency. 

Complaints  were  received  of  shortage  of  supply  in  parts 
of  the  area,  in  particular  the  higher  parts  of  Hurley,  and  parts 
of  the  parish  of  Aniington.  The  water  undertakings  are  to 
carry  out  major  works  to  improve  the  supplies  to  the  areas 
effected. 

All  mains  water  is  chlorinated  and  regularly  sampled. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 
During  the  year  w'ork  was  completed  on  : — 

1.  Glascote  and  Wilnecote  Sewerage  Scheme  (Contract 

No.  2). 

2.  Hurley  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme. 

EXISTING  SEWERAGE  FACILITIES 

Austrey 

Sewage  from  the  village  drains  to  Warton  Lane  from  where 
it  is  pumped  to  the  Newton  Regis  works. 

Newton  Regis 

Sewage  from  the  Hamlet  of  Noman’s  Heath  and  the  village 
of  Newton  Regis  drains  to  the  Newton  Regis  works. 

Seckington 

Sewage  from  the  village  drains  to  the  Newton  Regis  works. 

Shuttington 

Sewage  from  Shuttington  village  is  pumped  to  the  Newton 
Regis  works. 

Sewage  from  Alvecote  is  pumped  to  the  Amington  Works. 
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Amington 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  outlying  houses  and  farms, 
the  parish  is  fully  sewered,  draining  to  the  Amington  Works. 

Glascote 

Glascote  drains  to  the  sewers  of  the  Tamworth  Joint  Sewage 
Committee. 

Dosthill 

Dosthill  with  the  exception  of  the  Hamlet  of  Whateley, 
which  is  not  sewered,  drains  to  the  Dosthill  works. 

Wilnecote 

Kettlebrook,  Belgrave,  Two  Gates  and  Wilnecote,  except 
parts  of  Hockley,  are  drained  to  the  Tamworth  Joint  Sewage 
Committee’s  sewers,  the  remaining  part  to  the  Dosthill  works. 

Kingsbury 

Drained  to  the  Cliff  Works  with  a  pumping  station  at 
Coventry  Road,  Kingsbury,  to  pump  sewage  from  the  lower 
end  into  the  gravity  sewers. 

Wood  End 

Drained  to  the  Old  Rail  Works  at  Hurley. 

Hurley 

Drained  to  works  at  Old  Rail  Farm,  with  a  pumping  station 
at  Rockingham,  to  pump  sewage  from  lower  end  of  village  into 
gravity  main. 

Middleton 

The  village  of  Middleton  is  drained  to  works  at  Church 
Lane,  Middleton. 

Bassetts  Pole  is  drained  to  works  at  Hill  Lane,  Bassetts 

Pole. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Little  work  was  necessitated  owing  to  the  low  incidence 
of  disease,  and  was  confined  to  enquiries  concerning  scarlet 
fever. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Despite  a  growth  in  the  number  of  premises  in  the  area, 
the  system  of  collecting  refuse  by  direct  labour  under  the  control 
of  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  continued  to  give  a 
regular  collection  throughout  the  district. 
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The  question  of  the  scarcity  of  land  for  tipping  purposes 
continues  to  cause  some  alarm,  and  enquiries  into  the  possibility 
of  setting  up  a  pulverisation  plant  jointly  with  our  neighbours, 
the  Tamworth  Borough,  is  still  being  explored. 

No  serious  infestations  of  flies  or  rats  were  experienced 
on  ihe  Council's  one  and  only  tip  at  Alvecote. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 

No.  on  Inspec-  Written  Prosecu- 
Prentises  Register  tions  Notices  tions 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec. 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  en 
forced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  . 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  . 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Sec.  7  is  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  (excluding  out¬ 
workers  premises)  . 


Totals 


13 


45  10 


22  — 

80  10 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  Council  as  a  member  of  the  Warwickshire  Clean  Air 
Council  continued  to  operate  recording  gauges.  These  consist 
of  five  lead  peroxide  instruments,  one  deposit  gauge  and  two 
daily  smoke  and  volumetric  instruments.  The  latter  two  are 
operated  by  the  senior  scholars  of  the  Kingsbury  and  Wilnecote 
High  Schools,  under  the  guidance  of  their  science  masters,  and 
I  am  grateful  to  the  headmasters,  staff  and  scholars  for  their 
co-operation  in  this  work. 

It  is  now  becoming  generally  recognized  that  deposit  gauges 
are  local  in  their  uses,  as  the  matter  they  collect — brought  down 
by  its  weight  and  rain  falls  within  a  limited  area  of  the  point 
of  emission.  A  study  of  table  III  showing  data  collected  from 
this  instrument,  however,  is  interesting  in  many  ways.  The  first 
thing  about  1962  was  that  more  rain  fell  in  the  summer  than 
the  winter — the  summer  months  average  2.13  inches,  the  winter 
months  1.23  inches.  This  also  reflects  on  the  collected  material, 
for  the  water  soluble  material  largely  associated  with  the  domestic 
chimneys  was  much  the  same  in  summer  as  winter,  whereas 
normally  the  summer  figures  are  low'er  than  the  winter  ones, 
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but  the  heavier  material,  water  insoluble,  usually  associated 
with  industrial  chimneys  was  higher  in  the  summer  than  the 
winter.  Whereas  the  rate  of  emission  from  industry  is  normally 
fairly  constant,  it  shows  that  the  rain  obviously  prevented  its 
wider  dispersion  and  brought  it  down  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
gauge. 

A  more  accurate  method  of  measuring  the  level  of  pollution 
is  to  measure  the  sulphur  dioxide  content,  as  this  disperses  more 
easily  and  evenly.  Here  table  IV  shows  that  the  winter  level 
was  about  twice  that  of  the  summer  level.  An  overall  average 
of  the  gauges  in  the  district  (Table  II)  shows  that  despite  the 
increase  in  new  buildings,  the  general  level  shows  a  slight  decrease, 
a  trend  in  the  right  direction. 

Table  V  summarises  the  results  as  recorded  by  the  gauges 
set  up  at  the  schools. 


TABLE  I 

DEPOSIT  GAUGE 


Year 

Rainfall 
in  inches 

Water 

insoluble 

matter 

Water 

soluble 

matter 

Total 

Tons  P?r 
sq.  mile 

1959 

18.95 

101.94 

58.58 

160.52 

1960 

33.78 

102.74 

78.62 

181.36 

1961 

18.95 

88.94 

58.06 

147.00 

1962 

20.35 

117.69 

52.58 

170.27 

TABLE  II 

LEAD  PEROXIDE  INSTRUMENTS 


Year 

Amington 

Newton 

Regis 

Wilnecote, 

Watling 

Street 

Wood 

End 

Wilnecote, 

New 

Road 

District 

A  verage 

1959 

1.42 

.93 

1.38 

1.27 

— 

1.25 

1960 

1.39 

.94 

1.38 

1.19 

1.82 

1.34 

1961 

1.40 

.78 

1.32 

1.11 

1.63 

1.25 

1962 

1.20 

.80 

1.30 

1.18 

1.50 

1.20 

The  above  figures  express  the  monthly  average  weight  of  sulphur  dioxide 
collected  in  m.g  100  sq.  cm.  / day. 
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TABLE  III 

DEPOSIT  GAUGE  1962 


Rain 

Collected 
in  inches 

Water 

insoluble 

matter 

Water 

soluble 

matter 

Total 

Solids 

Tons  per 
sq.  mile 

January 

2.51 

10.33 

7.55 

17.88 

February 

0.88 

5.66 

4.17 

9.83 

March 

0.93 

7.85 

4.34 

12.19 

April 

1.68 

3.64 

4.47 

8.11 

May 

0.77 

21.23 

5.99 

27.22 

June 

0.56 

17.92 

2.25 

20.17 

July 

2.08 

13.18 

5.00 

18.18 

August 

4.66 

7.25 

4.27 

11.52 

September 

3.04 

7.02 

3.94 

10.96 

October 

0.65 

8.11 

2.65 

10.76 

November 

1.17 

5.86 

3.64 

9.50 

December 

1.42 

9.64 

4.31 

13.95 

Totals 

20.35 

117.69 

52.58 

170.27 

Average 

winter 

months 

1.23 

7.91 

4.44 

12.35 

Average 

summer 

months 

2.13 

11.71 

4.32 

16.03 
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TABLE  IV 

LEAD  PEROXIDE  GAUGES  1962 

wt  of  SO-,  collected  m.g./lOO  sq.  cm. /day 


Amington 

Newton 

Regis 

Wilnecote 

Wood  End 

Wilnecote 

School 

January 

1.6 

2.1 

'2.1 

1.4 

2.0 

February 

2.2 

0.8 

1.6 

1.4 

1.8 

March 

1.3 

1.0 

1.7 

1.6 

1.7 

April 

1.0 

0.7 

1.3 

1.2 

1.1 

May 

0.8 

0.7 

1.0 

0.9 

1.1 

June 

0.5 

0.4 

0.7 

0.7 

0.8 

July 

0.7 

0.3 

0.8 

0.6 

0.8 

August 

0.8 

0.4 

0.7 

0.5 

0.7 

September 

1.0 

0.6 

1.0 

1.3 

1.3 

October 

0.9 

0.5 

1.0 

1.0 

1.0 

November 

1.6 

0.8 

1.8 

1.6 

2.6 

December 

1.9 

1.2 

1.9 

1.9 

3.1 

Average 

Summer 

months 

0.8 

0.51 

0.91 

0.87 

0.97 

Average 

Winter 

months 

1.6 

1.1 

1.7 

1.5 

2.0 

Monthly 

Average 

1.20 

0.80 

1.30 

1.18 

1.50 
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TABLE  V 

DAILY  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE  DURING  1962 

(Microgrammes  per  cubic  foot  of  air) 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

Following  the  decease  of  the  former  operator,  the  Council 
appointed  a  new  operator,  who  commenced  duties  in  January. 
He  quickly  settled  into  the  new  work,  with  the  result  that  no 
serious  infestations  have  occurred  in  the  district.  The  Council 
still  run  a  service  on  a  contract  basis  for  farms  and  business 
premises. 


HOUSING 

During  the  year  the  following  units  of  accommodation 
were  completed  in  the  district  by  the  local  authority  and  private 
enterprise  : — 

Council — general  and  slum  clearance,  etc.  44 
Council — houses  for  sale  scheme  ..  ..  131 

Private  enterprise  . .  . .  . .  . .  249 


Total  . .  . .  424 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  were  under  construc¬ 
tion  : — 

Council — general  and  slum  clearance,  etc.  91 
Council — houses  for  sale  scheme  . .  . .  66 

Private  enterprise  ..  ..  ..  ..  133 

Total  . .  . .  290 


During  the  year  62  applications  for  Standard  Grants  and  5 
Discretionary  Grants  were  received,  and  of  these  43  Standard 
Grants  and  4  Discretionary  Grants  were  approved. 

The  amount  of  grant  paid  during  the  year  was  £5,124,  and 
as  a  result  35  baths,  35  wash-hand  basins,  37  hot  water  supplies, 
29  water  closets  and  9  food  stores  were  provided. 

Under  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  programme  the  follow¬ 
ing  was  carried  out  : — 

Three  Clearance  Areas  involving  14  houses  were  declared. 
Of  these,  one  area  was  purchased  by  the  Council  for  re-develop¬ 
ment,  one  order  unopposed,  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  and 
cleared,  and  the  order  in  respect  of  the  third  area  was  not  operative 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Action  in  respect  of  four  individual  houses  was  taken,  and 
as  a  result  three  demolition  orders  were  made,  and  one  under¬ 
taking  not  to  re-let  accepted. 

As  a  result  of  extensive  repairs  and  modernisation,  closing 
orders  previously  made  on  seven  properties  were  revoked. 

Families  from  eleven  properties  included  in  the  slum  clear¬ 
ance  programme  were  re-housed. 
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Under  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  one  application  only  was  received. 
This  was  by  the  owner  for  the  cancellation  of  a  certificate  of 
disrepair,  and  was  granted. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council's  Housing  list 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  573,  of  these  192  were  living  in  rooms, 
30  were  caravan  dwellers  and  130  applications  were  from  aged 
persons. 


FOOD  PREMISES  AND  VEHICLES 

Inspections  of  food  shops,  preparation  rooms  and  vehicles 
showed  that  the  general  standard  was  satisfactory.  The  increased 
use  of  plastics  and  similar  materials  for  covering  counters,  shelves, 
etc.,  and  of  frozen  and  other  controlled  cool  cabinets  has  helped 
considerably  in  the  improvement  of  food  premises,  presenting 
attractive  premises,  easy  to  keep  clean.  The  trend  towards 
pre-packed  foods  of  all  kinds  continues,  to  the  benefit  of  the 
retailer  and  consumer. 

One  firm  continues  to  manufacture  ice  cream,  and  again 
two  samples  were  taken,  and  both  placed  in  Grade  I. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  regulations  governing  the  hours  of  slaughtering  and 
staffing  difficulties — Mr.  T.  G.  Evans,  your  Additional  Public 
Health  Inspector,  left  the  services  of  the  Council  in  July  on 
obtaining  another  post,  and  it  was  not  possible  to  find  a  replace¬ 
ment,  meant  that  the  target  of  100  per  cent,  inspection  was  not 
reached.  An  overall  92  per  cent,  inspection  for  the  year  was 
recorded,  despite  there  being  an  approximate  nine  per  cent, 
increase  in  the  number  of  animals  killed. 

The  quality  of  the  meat  remained  very  high,  and  of  the 
11,784  animals  inspected,  the  amount  of  meat  and  offal  found 
unfit  wfas  only  31  cwts.,  and  this  included  a  large  percentage  due 
to  casualty  slaughtering. 

Three  slaughterhouses  are  in  use,  two  being  used  more  or 
less  on  each  working  day.  Their  standard  is  satisfactory. 

Condemned  meat  is  mainly  disposed  of  to  the  licensed  hide 
and  skin  dealers,  who  also  remove  all  hides,  gut,  waste  fat,  etc. 

The  following  tables  set  out  in  more  detail  the  amounts 
killed,  etc. 
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Cattle 

excluding  Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 
Cows 


Number  killed 
Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 
and  Cysticerous  Bovis. 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . 

%  of  number  inspect¬ 
ed  affected  with  disease 
other  than  T.B.  or 
Cysticerous  Bovis 

Tuberculosis  only. 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . - 

%  affected  with  T.B. 

Cysticerous  Bovis 
cases  found . 


1,632  13  146 

1,523  10  126 

1  —  — 

912  — 

5.9  20  — 

2  —  — 

0.13  —  — 


6,843  4,086 

6,405  3,720 

3  5 

—  5 

0.047  0  13 

—  28 

—  0.75 


Diseased  Meat  and  Offals. 


All  diseases  except  T.B. 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  lbs. 


Cattle 

Carcase  meat  . 

.  — 

2 

3 

2 

Offals . 

.  — 

15 

1 

23 

Cows 

Carcase  meat  . 

.  — 

; - 

1 

22 

Offals  . 

.  — 

— 

— 

17 

Sheep 

Carcase  meat  . 

.  — 

1 

3 

19 

Offals  . 

.  — 

— 

3 

— 

Pigs 

Carcase  meat  . 

.  — 

6 

3 

12 

Offals  . 

Tuberculosis  only. 

1 

Cattle 

Offals . 

.  — 

— 

2 

4 

Pigs 

Offals . 

.  — 

2 

2 

18 

Totals . 

1 

11 

0 

5 
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WORK  COMPLETED  AT  PREMISES  DURING 
THE  YEAR  1962 

Housing 

Roof  repaired  or  renewed 
Chimney  stack  repaired  or  renewed 
Gutters  repaired  or  renewed 
Rainwater  pipe  repaired  or  renewed 
External  walls  repaired  or  repointed 
Walls  plastered 
Ceilings  plastered 
Windows  repaired  or  renewed 
Doors  repaired  or  renewed 
Floors  repaired  or  renewed 
Stairs  repaired  or  renewed 
Fire  grates  repaired  or  renewed  . . 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired 
New  sinks  provided 
New  water  closets  provided 
Water  closet  cistern  repaired  or  renewed 

Drainage 


Drains  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  21 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed..  ..  4 

Inspection  chambers  provided  . .  . .  4 

Food  Premises 

Structures  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Water  closets  provided  . .  . .  . .  2 

Hot  water  provided  . .  . .  . .  2 

Visits 

Water  Supplies  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Drainage  . .  . .  . .  . .  80 

Piggeries  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  17 

Moveable  dwellings..  ..  ..  ..  11 

Factories  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Refuse  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  6 

Rodent  Control  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

Atmospheric  Pollution  . .  . .  . .  242 

Food  Premises  and  Samples  ..  ..100 

Licensed  Premises  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

Food  Vehicles  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Knackers  Yards  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Housing  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  427 

Infectious  Diseases  ..  ..  ..  ..  14 

Meat  Inspection  . .  . .  . .  . .  546 

Water  Samples  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Petroleum  Acts  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  25 


12 

5 

7 

6 

8 

7 

8 
13 
10 

5 

2 

4 

7 

4 

5 
1 
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